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Article Features
In addition to the text of the articles, there are
many special features that add information.

Most articles have at least one photograph, illus-
tration, or map. Many have more than one.

At the end of most articles, there is a feature called
“More to explore.” This feature tells you which
articles to go to to get more information about the
topic or about something that was mentioned in
the article.

“Did You Know?” boxes provide quick facts about
many different articles throughout the set.

Certain articles have additional special features.
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» More to explore
Flower ® Marigold ¢ Plant * Sunflower
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Did You
Know?

Daisies are
perennials,
which means
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after year o
without having
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replanted.

The continents, countries, U.S. states, and
Canadian provinces have colored backgrounds to
tell you what kind of unit it is. The continents are
purple, the countries are yellow, and the states and
provinces are green. These articles also have fact
boxes. The fact boxes contain basic information,
including population and area figures.

Some of the countries also have timelines of major
events in the country’s history.

The U.S presidents have timelines of major events
in the lives of each president.
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Djibouti

ETHIOPIA

SOMALIA | Population

(2005 estimate)
350,000

Djibouti is a city in northeastern Africa
on the Gulf of Aden, a part of the
Indian Ocean. Djibouti is the capital of
a small country that is also named Dji-
bouti. Most of the country’s people live
in Djibouti city.

Djibouti city has a mixture of old and
modern buildings in African and French
styles. The economy of the city depends
on trade through its port. Transporting
goods on a railway to Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, also brings money to the city.

Djibouti city began as a port in about
1888. In that year the French built a
station for fueling ships in the harbor. A
city soon rose up. The colony called
French Somaliland grew around the city.
In 1892 Djibouti city became the capital
of the colony.

Djibouti became an independent coun-
try in 1977. Djibouti city was its capital.
The city grew rapidly in the late 20th
century. Many people went there to
escape droughts and wars in nearby
countries.

» More to explore
Djibouti
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DNA

DNA is the material that carries all the
information about how a living thing
will look and function. For instance,
DNA in humans determines such things
as what color the eyes are and how the
lungs work. Each piece of information is
carried on a different section of the
DNA. These sections are called genes.

DNA is short for deoxyribonucleic acid.
It is in every cell of every living thing.
DNA is found in structures of the cell
called chromosomes. Chromosomes are
tiny. Scientists need to use very powerful
microscopes to see them.

Functions

When DNA works correctly, it helps
keep the body working properly. DNA
helps cells to make the substances called
proteins, which the cells need to live.
DNA also allows living things to repro-
duce. The genes in DNA pass along

traits from parents to children.
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Part of a long DNA chain shows the
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Gravity

All objects attract other objects because
of a force called gravity. Gravity is a
pulling force that works across space.
That is, objects do not have to touch
each other for the force of gravity to
affect them. For example, the sun, which
is millions of miles from Earth, pulls on
Earth and the other planets and objects
in the solar system.

Gravity on Earth

On Earth gravity pulls objects toward the
center of Earth. This is what makes
objects fall. It is also what gives an object
weight. Weight is a measurement of the
force of gravity between an object and
the surface it stands on. If a person stands
on a scale, gravity pulls the person against
the scale. The scale shows the strength of
this force, or the person’s weight.

Gravity is what gives weight to objects on
Earth. Scales measure the pull of gravity as
weight.
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Gravity keeps the Moon moving in an orbit
around Earth.

Gravity in Space

In the solar system the planets all orbit,
or travel around, the sun in a constant
path. They would move in a straight
line, but the force of gravity pulls them
toward the sun. At the same time, the
speed of the planets in their orbits keeps
them from falling into the sun.

Spacecraft and satellites travel around
Earth in a similar way. Earth’s gravity
keeps them in orbit, and their speed
keeps them from falling back to Earth.

When astronauts are inside a spacecraft
in orbit, they experience weightlessness.
The astronauts float freely because they
are traveling around Earth at the same
speed as the spacecraft. But even though
Earth’s gravity does not pull them
toward the floor—as it does on Earth—

they have not escaped it. Earth’s gravity
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France

A large country in Western Europe,
France is known worldwide for its rich
history and culture. The capital is Paris.

Geography

France shares borders with Belgium,
Luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland,
Italy, Spain, and Andorra. The
Mediterranean Sea lies to the south,
and the Atlantic Ocean lies to the west.

In the north and west the Seine and
Loire rivers run through broad plains.
In the southeast the French Alps con-
tain France’s highest point—Mont
Blanc, which rises 15,771 feet. In the
southwest the Pyrenees Mountains lie
between France and Spain.

The north of France has cool to cold
winters, warm summers, and moder-
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ate rainfall. On the Mediterranean
coast winters are sunny, and it rarely
rains in summer.

Plants and Animals

Forests cover about one fourth of the
land. Pine, fir, ash, oak, beech, maple,
chestnut, and olive trees are common.
The country’s wild animals and birds
include foxes, beavers, wildcats, deer,

wild pigs, hawks, and storks.

People

Most of the people are French. The
French language is one of the world’s
most widely spoken languages.

The population also includes small
groups of North Africans and other
Europeans. The Basque people live
in southern France. More than three
fourths of the people are Roman
Catholics. Other religious groups
include Muslims, Protestants,

and Jews.

Economy

France is one of the major economic
powers of the world. Its economy is
based on services, including tourism
and banking. Manufacturing is also
important. France produces machin-
ery, cars, aircraft, medicines, food
products, iron and steel, cosmetics,
clothing, and other goods.
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Though agriculture is a small part of
the economy, France is a top producer
of wheat, cattle, pigs, and chickens.

It is also well known for its cheeses
and wines.

History

People lived in what is now France
more than 100,000 years ago. The
Gauls, a Celtic people, migrated to the
area in about 1200 BC. By about 50
BC the ancient Romans had conquered

the region, which they called Gaul.

As the Roman Empire weakened, Ger-
man tribes invaded Gaul. The Franks
were the strongest of those tribes, and
they gave France its name. The great-
est Frankish ruler was Charlemagne,
who came to power in 768. By the
early 800s Charlemagne’s empire cov-
ered most of Western Europe. When
Charlemagne died, however, his
empire was divided into three parts.

The River Rance runs through the town of Dinan in northwestern France.

After 843 the western section became
known as the kingdom of France.

Wars over Land and Religion

In 1066 the French duke of Normandy
conquered England. Because of that
connection to France, English kings
later claimed parts of France for them-
selves. This led to many battles
between the two countries.

One particularly difficult period was
the Hundred Years’ War, which began
in 1337. France was close to defeat
when a peasant girl named Joan of
Arc led the French army to victory. By
the end of the war in 1453, the Eng-
lish had lost nearly all of their land in

France.

During the 1500s Protestantism spread
across Roman Catholic France. Wars
broke out between Protestants (known
as Huguenots) and Roman Catholics.
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Facts About
FRANCE

Population
(2005 estimate)
60,733,000

Capital
Paris

Area
210,026 sq mi
(543,965 sq km)

Form of
government
Republic

Major urban
areas
Paris, Marseille,

Lyon, Toulouse,
Nice






