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Sea Carnival

orals and anemones, together with jellyfish, make up the
C phylum Cnidaria. Some characteristics they share are their

bright colors, tentacles that secrete stinging substances, and a
digestive system with a common opening for ingestion and excretion—the
simplest digestive system in the animal kingdom. All of these organisms
are guite simple. Corals generally form colonies, large groups of small
polyps that stay practically immobile and feed on microorganisms
brought to them by water currents. Sea anemones, on the other hand,
are solitary and can trap prey despite their limited locomotion. @

Coral Reefs

I Coenls jie Senall polyges willi
Bl tordaches thal grove a0 their
b Ehwgughout their B,

penerabng a calcareoes oxoskrdet o
Thiz =icdeton forms masses, or
bravches, Most corals groe s
colpnics, e Shelef s iaem huge
calcarenis masses called recis. Comls
vz mastly im warmn, shallow ocean
wialers. Their reprodection can be bath
sempl ard e, By chvision or by
prmealion Thiy Tesed on plaskion

HARD CORALS
grov g (he serface of the
limi-toaring sehskrabe

SOFT CORALS
brangh gul; hisr skelelon is
el limw-lsgrsdid bl hiwm-Nks
amd Flexibile.

CORAL WALLS
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Beautiful but Deadly
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