70 THE SENSES AND SPEECH

Smell and Taste

hese two senses of the body function as powerful allies of the digestive system. Taste

involves the perception of dissolved chemical substances arriving, for example, in the form of

food. Taste sensation is principally seated on the upper surface of the tongue, and saliva is a
fundamental ingredient for dissolving and tasting. Smell involves the perception of these chemicals
when they take the form of dispersed aromas. The sense of smell operates at a greater distance

j:hﬂn that of taste and can capture substances floating in the environment. It is thought that smell T

is some 10,000 times more sensitive than any of our other senses. @ NERVE
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